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Abstract: This study investigates the
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Covid-19: Oxford University vaccine is highly effective

The coronavirus vaccine developed by the University of Oxford is highly effective at

stopping people developing Covid-19 symptoms, a large trial shows.

Interim data suggests 70% protection, but the researchers say the figure may be as

high as 90% by tweaking the dose.

The results will be seen as a triumph, but come after Pfizer and Moderna vaccines

showed 95% protection.

However, the Oxford jab is far cheaper, and is easier to store and get to every corner

of the world than the other two.

So the vaccine will play a significant role in tackling the pandemic, if it is approved for

use by regulators. _

"The announcement today takes us another step closer to the time when we can use
vaccines to bring an end to the devastation caused by [_the virus]," said the vaccine's

architect, Prof Sarah Gilbert.

The UK government has pre-ordered 100 million doses of the Oxford vaccine, and
AstraZeneca says it will make three billion doses for the world next year.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said it was "incredibly exciting news" and that while
there were still safety checks to come, "these are fantastic results".

Speaking at a Downing Street briefing on Monday evening, Mr Johnson added that
the majority of people most in need of a vaccination in the UK might be able to get

one by Easter.

And Prof Andrew Pollard - director of the Oxford vaccine group - said it had been "a
very exciting day" and paid tribute to the 20,000 volunteers in the trials around the

world, including more than 10,000 in the UK.

How some of the Covid-19 vaccines compare

Company Type Doses | How Storage
effective*
. Oxford Uni- | Viral vector 62-90% @ &3 Regular
AstraZeneca | {genetically o el fridge
modified virus) " temperature
Moderna RNA 95% = -20C up
{part of vitus to6
genetic code) months
@, Pfizer- . RNA 55%
BioNTech '
Viral vector 92% Regular

s~ Gamaleya
-~ {Sputnik V}

*preliminary phase three results, not yet peer-reviewed

fridge
temperature

Source: Respactive companies, WHO




France hopes for January start on COVID-19 vaccinations

Health burden extremely high in France, more patients in hospital than in first virus
wave, says health minister  Cindi Cook |17.11.2020 IS

France could start COVID-19 vaccinations as early as the “beginning of the year 2021"
if a vaccine is deemed “effective and safe,” the country’s health minister told local

media on Tuesday.

However, the right authorizations would need to be in place for a vaccine to be used
on the population, Olivier Veran said in an interview with BEMTV-RMC radio.

His comments come after recent announcements by American biotechnology firm
Moderna and pharmaceutical giant Pfizer, who have found their COVID-19 vaccines

to be 94.5% and 90% effective in trials, respectively.

“The health burden is extremely high in our country. There are more patients in the

hospital for COVID-19 than in the first wave,” Veran said.

“There is a little less resuscitation because we have transformed the care,

transformed the hospital operations.”

Over the past week, 16,784 people have been hospitalized in France, with 2,643

admitted to intensive care.

Since March, at least 45,054 people have died and over 1.99 million (1,991,233) have

been infected in the country.

Speaking on the same program, Professor Elisabeth Bouvet, head of France’s
Technical Committee on Vaccinations, clarified the finer points of administering any

potential vaccine.

“With the first phase of vaccination, we are not in a strategy that aims to stop the
epidemic, but in a strategy that aims to protect vulnerable people and health

professionals,” she said.

“If we want to intervene in the epidemic, it will be during a second or third phase of

vaccination with larger doses.”
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Germany expects 'up to 100 million' doses of promising Covid-19 vaccine

The EU Commission has finalised negotiations on a contract for the supply of the
promising vaccine being developed by Germany's BioNTech and US firm Pfizer.
"The negotiations with the pharmaceutical industry have been concluded," |
Commission circles confirmed to DPA in Brussels on Tuesday.

Before the announcement, Germany's Health Minister Jens Spahn said on Tuesday he
had expected the final contract to be completed in the coming days, reported the
Tagesspiegel. |

According to the preliminary agreement between the EU and Mainz-based BioNTech
plus US Pharma giant Pfizer, at least 200 million vaccine doses are guaranteed for
Europe. Spahn said Ke expected that Germany would receive "up to 100 million"
doses.

While speaking to ZDF on Monday night, Spahn said it was important for Germany to
receive the vaccine quickly.

"As German Health Minister, | would in any case find it difficuft to explain if a vaccine
produced in Germany were to be issued faster in other regions of the world than in
Germany itself," Spahn said.

He said the federal government is putting pressure on the EU Commission "to ensure
that the contract is signed without delay".

BioNTech and Pfizer said on Monday their vaccine candidate prevents the lung
disease Covid-19, caused by the novel coronavirus, in more than 30 percent of cases.

They announced their findings durirré’*gn ongoing clinical trial. The two firms are now
applying for accelerated approval of the vaccine in the US.

Spahn said that the approval procedures in the US and in the EU are different.
However, there were also possibilities for acceleration in Europe. At the same time,
the Minister emphasised that there would be no reduction in requirements, for
example on potential side effects of vaccines.The vaccine candidate would be subject

to "the same high standards" as any other, Spahn said.




Italy announces plan to launch major vaccination campaign in January
Italy is preparing to launch a massive vaccination campaign in January, Health

Minister Roberto Speranza said on Saturday - provided one is available by then.
The vaccine drive "will get underway towards the end of January when we hope to
have the first doses," Speranza told a meeting of pharmacists.

"This campaign will be without precedent... it will require an extraordinary

mobilisation" of resources, he said.

ltaly, among European countries now struggling with a second wave of the pandemic,
has recorded some 1.3 million cases and a death toll of nearly 50,000 since the

coronavirus took hold early this year.

There has been a global effort to find treatments and vaccines and earlier this month
US pharma giant Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech reported a breakthrough
WitH a jab shown to be more than 90 percent effective. '
Several potential vaccines have shown promising results in clinical trials, including
one about to be tested in Italy on hundreds of volunteers.

The Italian government has appointed a task force to plan how and where the first
doses will be delivered when international regulators approve a successful vaccine.

"Vaccines represent a huge advance in the history of humanity," said Speranza.

"Today we are talking about the concrete possibility that... in a short time we will
dispose of this tool and that gives a measure of the capacity of human beings to .

react in the-face of such a large challenge," he added.

Italy sets aside €400m fund for vaccines and anti-Covid drugs.The expert group set up
to advise the Italian government said on Friday that both national and international
oversight of vaccine development "gives us guarantees" on their safety.

However, one recent survey found that nearly 50 percent of people asked in italy said
they would have doubts about getting vaccinated, including 11 percent who

described themselves as "completely against" a vaccine.

Scientists estimate that 60-90 percent of a population needs to be vaccinated -
possibly every year — to reach herd immunity against the coronavirus and stop future

outbreaks.

Covid: First Americans 'could get vaccine in December'
An undated handout picture made available by the German pharmaceutical

company Biontec shows a person receiving a vaccine
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image captionPfizer has applied for emergency authorisation for its vaccine in the US
The first Americans to receive a Covid-19 vaccine could getitassoonas 1l
December, accerding to the head of the US coronavirus vaccine programme,

Dr Moncef Slaoui told US network CNN the plan was to "ship vaccines to the

immunisation sites within 24 hours" of a vaccine being approved.
The comments come amid a surge in coronavirus cases across the country.

The US has recorded more than 12m cases and 255,000 deaths, according to data
compiled by Johns Hopkins University.

These are the highest tolls registered anywhere in the world.

Will countries be left behind in the vaccine race?

Is this Covid wave in the US the worst yet?

A US city engulfed by Covid, but no lockdown

American pharmaceutical company Pfizer and its partner BioNTech submitted an
application on Friday for emergency authorisation in the US of their Covid-19

vaccine.

The vaccine, which requires two dases, has been shown by tests to be 95% effective.
Pfizer hopes to produce up to 50 million doses by the end of the year,

A Food and Drug Administration (FDA) vaccine advisory coﬁrﬂnittee is set to meet on
10 December to discuss whether to dlithorise the vaccine. '

-Dr Slaoui told CNN it could be rolled out "maybe on day two after approval".

The vaccine is set to be distributed hased on each state's population. Dr Slaoui said
individual states will be responsible for deciding who gets the vaccine first, with the
recommendation that priority be given to those most at risk, like healthcare workers

and the elderly.




Pharmaceutical company Moderna has also reported that its vaccine is nearly 95%
effective, according to test data. The company is expected to seek approval for the

vaccine in the coming weeks.

Dr Slacui said that with the ievel of efficacy shown in the vaccines, the US could
achieve "true herd immunity" in May, with 70% of the population vaccinated.
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